
.:. 	 BONFIRES 
Bonfires are to attract the souls of the departed, thus deterring them 
from coming into the homes. People believe that the souls of the 
departed will visit their old homes to warm themselves by the fire 
because Halloween, which falls on 31st October, marks the transition 
from autumn to winter . 

• :. 	 TRICK OR TREAT .. 

The Celts, Chinese, Egyptian and Aztecs 

believe that the spirits of the dead require food 

and drink. Long ago, during the festival, the 

Celts left various foods outside in order to 

placate the spirits on their journey to the 

netherworld. To supply nothing meant that 

the hungry spirit might intrude into the 

house and help itself to your belongings. 

This belief evolved into the modern day 

version of trick or treating where children 

dress up like ghosts and go from house to 

house for the food offerings. 


The author(s) contend that to observe other gods and their holy sabbaths is an 
abomination to the Lord: ''Take heed to thyseJf that thou be not snared by 
following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou 
inquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? 
even so will I do likewise." Deut. 12:30-32 

Halloween is coming soon. This year, it will fall on a Sunday. Before you 
decide to celebrate it, go to the website and read the article in detail. Then 
decide for yourselves what you should do. 

From this same website, you can download free the 
Authorised King James Version Bible. It will take 
approximately 34 minutes to download with a 
57. 6kbps modem. 
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Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father! 
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massive 
earthquakes exceeding 7 on the Richter 
scale did strike Turkey and Taiwan. Life is 
indeed precarious if one is not prepared for 
eternity with God . For those of us still 
living and are Christians, what is our 
response? Let us dedicate ourselves to 
love and serve Him even more faithfully 
while we are here. Let us be good 
stewards of our time, life and money. 

What is Christian stewardship? 

Christian stewardship is the recognition of 
God's sovereignty through creation and is a 
grateful response to God's manifold gifts. 
Human response is expressed by a 
dedicated and creative use of all these gifts 
toward fulfillment of Christ's mission in the 
world. 

Christian stewardship is a response to the 
love of God as revealed in Christ is 
expressed in terms of the worthy 
management and care of all resources 
available for the sustenance and 

We would like to express our most 
sincere 'Thanks" to many of you who 
have stayed up late on last Friday and 
Saturday to help make our weddin),! 
come true. A very "BIG Thank You" to 
all of you. To those who may not 
know. last Sunday (26/9/99) was 
actually our last visit with you as we 
have a wedding reception to prepare in 
Kuala Lumpur. Thereafter. we will ny 
to Melbourne on Monday, 4th October 
1999. 

Please don't treat our going off to 
Melbourne as a "Goodbye" but as a 
long holiday we will be back here again 
sometime. Do give us a call or visit if 
you are visiting Melbourne. Australia. 
or you could drop us a mail at 

blng@bigpond.com 

May the blessing from our Father be 
with you always. 

With warmest regards. 

G<1v~ & ~H" 

mailto:blng@bigpond.com


enrichment of life. 

The only appropriate response persons can make to the grace of God is to 
cooperate with God in fulfilling the divine will and purpose. This is done as 
person recognize that what they receive from God is to be developed and 
invested in enterprises of the kingdom. All that is committed to the fulfillment of 
God's purposes is sanctified. The Christian steward whose life and abilities and 
resources are totally committed to God's purposes is thus totally sanctified. 
Such a commitment to vocation bring~ the Christian's life into the stream of 
God's purpose so that the spirit of God flows through such a person in a 
blessing to the world. 

Christian stewards accept life, including abilities, power, influence, and money 
as special trusts from God and relationship with God. These persons will seek 
to develop these to the fullest, and endeavor to use body and mind and abilities 
for the purpose of God. Christian stewards also feel a responsibility for the well­
being of all people, giving them the opportunity to develop their full potential as 
well. 

Christian stewards accept the family as a trust from God and seek to provide 
the atmosphere in which each member can realize his or her fullest potential. 
Every person is accepted as a child of God, worthy of equal worth, and the 
exploitation of any person by other individuals, groups, or systems is rejected. 

Christian stewards accept the church (as the fellowship of the committed ones) 
as a trust from God, and seek to assure through this fellowship the extension of 
God's mission into the community and into the world. 

Christian stewards accept the gospel as a trust from God, seek to understand it 
fully, and endeavor to be faithful custodians of its liberating and reconciling 
truth. They endeavor to transmit it to others so that they may see its 
relationship to the whole of life. 

Christian stewards accept material re.sources as a trust from God to maximize 
the use of these resources. They use the power of this wealth for the purposes 
of God. Stewards strive to increase the productivity of the world without 
exploitation and to make it possible for others to share in this bounty. 

Christian stewards accept power and influence as a trust from God and 
endeavor to <;Idminister them according to the purposes of God. They 
encourage others to do likewise. 

" W 
~ ;~ ~ '~~ .~ ... .,Jm~E ,~~~~~~!hu. 

The Internet has been a great source of articles for The VINE. This is because 
we do not receive enough "local" or "home" news to publish In The VINE. I am 
sure there are many blessings and miracles which you have received from the 
LORD, v.1lich you may be reserving for the Watch Night SeMce to share and 
therefore The VINE does not get these stories for publication. If you are 
wondering Wrry we only publish internet articles and very little personal stories, 
which can edify many, it Is because we respect your right to privacy. Unless 
you submit your story or even tell it to us so that we can publish it. it does not 
appear In The VINE. 

While surfing recently, I came across this site http://vanguardmag.com, which 
has many interesting artides on many topiCS. There is an article which I think 
could be relevant to us: "HO\N TO CHRISTIANIZE HALLOVVEEN". 

The author(s) begin by describing how a certain church 

Atlanta, Georgia in the USA celebrates Halloween. 
 IIIIIl,... '~~~~:n: 
The church organises a "Hallowed be Thy Name /.... ;,;i\':, '.'::?:.
Festival" with a live concert, food, games, pony ~ J' 

. ~\. :..~" :';"LA _.','. -::i~.rides, candy give-aways, petting zoo, space - 'r,.· -, :.~ 
,walks, puppet shows, popcom and costume , ,~/'::?~~/j 
~·t;)·:l'contests. Fun is promised for everyone and the 

. ~: "i;'';'':'; ",­
•• _;r ",.._;~admission is free. They then describe another 

type of celebration, organised by churches, called "Hell Houses". In these hell 
houses, a demon tour guide greets the visitor at the door with a fiendish 
welcome. Entering, the visitor is immediately overwhelmed by the stench of 
death. Bloody scenes are then shown, like an abortionist at work, bloody 
victims of murder and drunken driving. A disfigured AIDS victim lies in a coffin 
and other demonic inspired scenes of witchcraft, rape, violence, suicide, etc. 

Quoting Isaiah 33:15-16, "(He) that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
and shutteth his eyes from seeing evU; He shall dwell on high", the author(s) 
then suggests that Isaiah would neither have visited nor sponsored one of 
these hell houses. 

The author(s) claim that Christians celebrate this day with such frenzy that they 
have either forgotten or simply do not care just whose holy day they are 
promoting. What is Halloween about? It was originally a festival of fire and the 
dead and the powers of darkness. Some of the practices of HallOYoI'8ef1 are: 

http:http://vanguardmag.com




abundant life would not come into 
existence without the cooperation 
of stewards This clearly makes us 
creators with God as we use the 
raw materials, which are gifts from 
God, to develop the garden and its 
products. This concept maintains 
the primacy of God as the creator .. 
and, therefore, owner of all 
creation. Our part is significant and 
indispensable, but it is not primal. 

This concept of the role of stewards 
as co-creators with God brings 
stewardship quickly and boldly into 
focus. We are confronted by 
generous gifts from God and, 
therefore, have the obligation to 
mold them into life as God intends 
it to be, and to sustain and enrich 
that life. 

Stewards, by the gifts and grace of 
God, are free moral agents. They 
can remain aloof, observing the 
vast gifts of God and sensing their 
possibilities, while doing nothing to 
develop them. They can go their 
way in selfish abandon, thereby 
refusing to recognize any 
stewardship responsibility: While 
some persons have chosen this 
irresponsible way, many others 
have responded to the call to ' 
become partners with God in the 
act of creation. This is the way of 
responsible Christian stewardship. 

God is the author of all creation, 
including persons. God has acted 

redemptively in history through 
Jesus Christ. When persons realize 
this, they respond by becoming 
involved in the continuing 
redemptive process. God's 
presence is evidenced through the 
stimulating and empowering activity 
of the Holy Spirit, enabling persons 
to join God in helping others to 
achieve wholeness of life. Thus 
God is revealed as creator, 
redeemer, and life-give, and 
sensitive Christians are challenged 
by this revelation to commit their 
lives fully to God . In this way they 
become good stewards of God's 
redeeming grace. 

Some things, by God's decree, are 
not accomplished without the active 
participation of persons. This points 
up a central emphasis of Christian 
stewardship. From the standpoint 
of human capacity to serve, 
persons are entrusted with a variety 
of resources including time, 
material things, and human 
8bilities. These are provided in 
order that each may have a part in 
the achievement of God's 
purposes. 

May we seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. 

\\ 

Annual Compounded Growth is 15% 

Note: SWC - Social Work Centre, NROP - New Reach Out Point 
Annual Growth 
2000 - 450 Members 
2001 - 517 Members Growth In Membership 
2002 - 596 Members 
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church will have 
a total of 6034 members in five years, which is not an untenable 
number. 

STRATEGY 

How do we go about achieving these goals? Neither a single Lutheran 
congregation nor committee can fulfill this mission alone. Therefore, we 
ought to have the following strategies. 

a. Honor Christ As Our Lord & The Holy Spirit As Our Guide 
We must honor Jesus Christ as our Lord and the Holy Spirit as 
our Guide. We must pray that the Spirit of God moves and 
works among us, Hjs power and the fruit of the Holy Spirit 
manifested in the life of the members, so the Church is 
renewed and revived significantly. 

b. All The Lutheran Congregations Must Unite Together 
All our Congregations must unite together as one, share and 
participate in all projects and programs, maintain a strong co­
operation and co-ordination in all ministries. 

c. Mobilization Of Church Members 
We must mobilize all our church members in all ministries, 
dedicate themselves with their gifts to save wayward souls and 
to build a Church that glorifies the name of our Lord. 



congregations so as to show the spirit of oneness and team 
ministry, 

MISSION 

Our mission is to bring our Church from the present status in the next 
five years to the following growth: 

SIX THOUSAND MEM~ERS9 FORTY CO-WORKERS, TEN 
CONGREGATIONS AND TWO SOCIAL WORK CENTRES 

REALISTIC GOAL 

Is this goal too high to reach? Is it realistic and workable? This goal is 
based on a step of faith. It is an assurance of our vision. 

Is it unrealistic and beyond reach? It depends on which perspective we 
view and evaluate it. It will be too high if we look at it pessimistically as 
many churches do ~nd it may be too low if we see it through God's 
eyes. 

Today we have about three thousand members. To reach the target we 
must have 100% growth in our membership. This means that each 
member need only to bring one person to Christ during these five 
years. The number will not be high if we view it in this perspective. 
Therefore, let us in faith take up the challenge to accept the goal of 
"six thousand members, forty co-workers, ten congregations and 
two social work centres". 

a. Six thousand members - This is the average Sunday worship 
attendance which includes adults, youth and children. 

b. Forty Co-workers - This includes Pastors, Parish Workers, 
Youth Worke(s, Ministry Assistants, etc. 

c. Ten Congregations - This includes Congregations, Preaching 
Points, Mission Centres and House Churches. 

d. Two Social Work Centres - This will be Social ministries 
relevant to the Mission of the LCS. 

;, t . r ~_ ' , ," '. I , J' '. I." {t ' fI~,~ " 
IIll~:iittwWt1 :2;;~ ;n~ 'iU~~ ,:jia(~;t fO)J1~@r!~~I~:t \f~~ b \~~J~HI)j,. 

If you have not read Matthew 	 all [these things] must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet.chapter 24 before. here it is in full 


in the KJV (copyright free). I am 

For nation shall risenot advocating the end of the world 
against nation, and

but I am suggesting that we have a kingdom against
duty to carry out: To preach the kingdom: and 

gospel of the Kingdom to a/l the there shall be 

World. famines, and 


pestilences, and . 

In November 1999, we are earthquakes, in T.\l\\;\ 


divers places. All
planning to go door-to-door tracting 
these [are] the beginning of sorrows.in our neighbourhood. Are you 
Then shall they deliver you up to bewilling to be counted for Christ? afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall 
be hated of all nations for my name's 

And Jesus went out, and departed from sake. And then shall many be 
the temple: and his disciples came to offended, and shall betray one another,

[him] for to show him the and shall hate one another. ..-n~~ buildings of the temple. 
...l"'tfl r And Jesus said And many false prophets shall rise, and\"U«I unto them, See ye~ shall deceive many. And because;PIi~i$e not all these things? iniquity shall abound, the love of many 

l'\ ' i" I:" ' -C; ase Verily I say unto you, shall wax cold. But he that shall
\:, ~ I: I. ~! ,k,J There shall not be left here endure unto the end, the same shall be 

one stone upon another, that shall not saved. And this gospel of the kingdom
be thrown down. And as he sat upon shall be preached in all the world for a 
the Mount of Olives, the disciples came witness unto all nations; and then shan 'I 

unto him privately, saying, Tell us, the end come, When ye therefore shall 
when shall these things be? And what see the abomination of desolation,
[shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
the end of the world? in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let 

him understand:)
And Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Take ,heed that fl.(jJ [f(JlJiyll[J!J(jJfk@f$0 Then let them which be , in 
no man deceive you. <= \:i{, I 9 Judaea flee into the mountains: 

-r.U~e.., Let him which is on the housetop
For many shall come , , 0 ' not come down to take any thing out 
in my na.me, saying, I @)~ I:-02(O)m of his house: Neither let him 
am . Chnst; and shall ':';1,,\ 'I':! ';:-7 II/tJ iY'" lit) which is in the field return back to 
deceive many. II 

I, 

~\ r"I":! U ~",,\':' '''' take his clothes. And woe unto them 
that are with child, and to them that 

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours give suck in those daysl But pray ya
of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for that your flight be not in the winter, 

neither on the sabbath day: 



For then shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except 
those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's 
sake those days shall be shortened. Then if 
any man shall say unto you, lo. here [is] 
Christ, or there; believe [it] not. For there .. 
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 
and shall show great signs and flood came, and took them all 
wonders; insomuch that. if [it were] away; so shall also the 
possible, they shall deceive the very coming of the Son of man be. 
elect. Then shall two be in the field ; 

the one shall be taken, and 
Behold, I have told you before. the other left. 
Wherefore if they shall say unto 
you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: 
behold, . [he is] in the secret chambers; 
bel ieve (it] not. For as the lightning cometh 
out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. For wheresoever the carcase is, 
there will the eagles be gathered together. 
Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: 

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth moum, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet. and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. Now learn a parable of 
the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, 
and puHeth forth leaves, ye know that· 
summer [is) nigh: 

So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, [even] at the 
doors. Verily I say unto you, This 
generation shall not pass , till all these things 
be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass 
;may, but my words shall not pass away. 

But of that day and hour kncmeth no [man), 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. 

But as the days of Noah {were], so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. For as in 
the days that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, and knew not until the 

Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; 
the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 
your lord doth come. But know this, that If 
the goodman of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suffered 
his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh. 

Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due 
season? Blessed [is] that servant, whom his 
lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 
Verily I say unto you, That he shall make 
him ruler over all his goods. But and if that 
evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming; And shall begin to 
smite [his] fellowservants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; 

The lord of that servant shall come in a day 
when he looketh not for [him], and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint [him] his portion 
with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 

~"~~ 

FIVE YEAR PLAN 

In order to drive the growth of the Church, a five-year plan will be 
charted out for implementation. The details of this ptan are not 
cast in stone. Modifications can be made to suit changing 
situations. However, as far as possible, it will be used as a guide 
for the build up of the Church. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN 

The following are the objectives of this proposed plan 
a. To unite our congregations as a family, by developing good 

relationships among us, so that our identity and strength can 
be enhanced. 

b. To train and nurture our people into full measure of Spiritual 
maturity in Christ for services in the church and the community. 

c To extend the Kingdom of God in Missions localfy and regions 
beyond, so as to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus Christ 

PRINCIPAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The fundamental presupposition for this plan to be accomplished is that 
all the Lutheran leaders must: 

a. 	 Understand the importance of the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ and are willing to commit themselves to fulfil His command. 

b. 	 Have a shared vision and common goals. 
c. 	 Be willing to share resources in pursuance of common goals. 
d. 	 Be able to mobilize church members to propagate gospels. 

GUIDELINES 

These guidelines will help to fulfil the goals of our plan. 

a. 	 Renewal and Revival for our congregations and leaders in 
preaching, fellowship and evangelism. 

b. 	 Use of effPCtive means to preach the Gospel of Christ. 
c. 	 Set up a dynamic prayer chain. 
d. 	 . Mobilize and motivate members to participate in services and 

ministries. . 
e. 	 Establish close networking relationship among various 



LUTHERANCHURCHINSINGAPORE 

IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM 


INTRODUCTION 

The Lutheran Church ill'Singapore was officially constituted on 30 
Oct 1991, after forty years of jurisdiction under the Lutheran 
Church in Malaysia and Singapore (LCMS). The departure from 
the LCMS provided an Impetus to the Lutheran community in 
Singapore to work towards a self-renewal Church with full 
autonomy in administration. Being a newborn Church, there are 
great potential for growth and expansion. However, with limited 
resources Inherited from the LCMS in tenns of infrastructure and 
finance. coupled with the fact that the Church is also found 
wanting In human resource. the future endeavors will be difficult 
ones. Nonetheless, with faith and guidance from the Lord, all the 
difficulties will be ci~umvent. 

Saving of wayward souls needs the total commitments, 
dedications and hard works of all the pastors, lay leaders and 
church members. Besides, a detailed plan must also be developed 
to guide the growth of the Church in stages. This "Growth" will be 
realized when there Is a shared vision and unity amongst the 
pastors and lay leaders. To this end it is hoped that all the 
Lutheran congregations in Singapore would come together in 
unity, share their resources and pursue together the fulfillment of 
the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus, so that A HOUSE THAT 
BEARS THE NAME OF THE LORD IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM 
could be built 

SHARED VISION 

The shared vision of the Church are as follows 

a. A united Lutheran community where there is no boundary 
found between congregations in all facets. 

b. , Sufficient parish workers in all congregations to yield growth in 
churches. 

c. A good reach out to propagate the Lord's Gospels. 

Answersfrom the Internet .... 

Is there anything wrong with watching television 

particular movies, daytime soaps, and other fare? 


Who among us shall dwell with the Lord? Answer: He ". 
fronfhearlt,tgl'ofblood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing 
high:his ,pi~'.',ofdefense shall be the munitions of rocks: 
hlrn;~ 'his Y(cJters.:shali be sure. (Isaiah 33:14-16) 

Beloved, are you:stopping your ears from hearing of blood or violence? Are you 
shuulng. your ey~ from seeing evil? Then, you have the answer. One cannot 
both ~' t~_in righteousness and watch carnal television, which is filled 
with violence, sex, and utter moral depravity. 

Following is an excerpt from Romans 1 that is relative to television. The 
passage includes a profile of a "hater of God," someone who has been tumed 
CHer to a reprobate (morally abandoned) mind. Interestingly, these are the 
aspects that one sees when watching television. 

"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowtedge, God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being 
filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, 
that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that do them." (Rom 1 :28-32) 

Did you catch the point? Not only they who commit such things are worthy of 
death. but they who take pleasure in them that do them. If you are watching 
murder, violence, sex, perversion, hate, people using the Lord's name in vain 
(as, 0' my God), then you must be taking pleasure in the programming. 
Otherwise, you would not be watching it. Beloved, do not be deceived, if you 
are watching the programming, you are enjoying it. 

A good rule of thumb: Only watch those programs that you would not be 
ashamed for Jesus to watch with you. Did you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit? Did you not realize that you grieve the Holy Spirit 
when you force Hirn to watch sexual scenes, violence" and the like? Did you not 
know that the holy angels turn their heads and will not look upon such things? 
Then, how do you justify your continuing to watch carnal televisi'on? 

1 




next year, all Secondary 1 and 2 
The youth ministries in theme is "Living life Lo the students in Shuqun Secondary 

.ICC consist of the DTP, BB anu fullest" anu the camp will be School will have to join an 
(lB. These are exciting held at the BB/OB Campsite. uniform group as one of their 
ministries as wc havc \G 

O\~T 'I'he camp fee is $45 and ECA activities. We are therefore 

the opportunities ~'\\.:.J '1 ~ ~~this camp is open to anticipating a larger enrolment 
to influence ~p /I .;} all young people for the BB and OB next year. 
the lives of /~ who are at least This is a great ministry 
young ~ .. ~ 13 years old. opportunity for us. It is also a 
people o If you are great challenge as there are very 
f()f C one of these few labourers who are now 
Christ. ~ F==j young serving in these ministries. If 
Although we ~ people, we you have a burden to scrve 
have not Q ~ welcome these young people, you can 
grown by [) JL~ you to join us. approach the pastors, or any 
leaps and ~ ~~~ Or you can DTP teachers, BB or OB 
bounds. we AI )- ~"Y encourage your officers . 
t hank God that .( tY£ .' ~~ children, nephews, 
in the last few SBrI~~~ niece: and friends to ,,;
years, He has raised lip come to thiS camp too. We 
a lew committcu young people arc trusting God to start the 71 
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, 
~who are now teachers of revival 

younger students and arc also during P.U.S.H. 
serving in other ministries in the this When everything seems to go wrong. just push 

church. We are praying that in camp. When the job gets you down, just push 

the year 2000, LIS we start the Please pray for us. When people don 'I react the way you think they should. just push 
new millennium, there will be a 

When your money looks lunny and the hills are due, just push 
revival among the youths. We NOW EVERYBODY 

When you want to tell them olT lor whatever reason. just push 
pray that God will give us .a :?~ PUSH! 

When YOll ask the question. when is Illy ship coming in?hunger for Him, a desire to C-~~~ If your life is going just 
(as I often do), just push well and you have know Him personally LInd ~rg~n5' 'm~ When people just don' t understand you - just push not to continueintimately and to actively make ~f .J.,l'- ,-...:"'e..1 

I :\...-~ , 

on with when. when. when. etc, P- ray ~nV 
, '!')ltnJ! ..~~L " 

".j.J ,,\ 

Him known. \" \.. ,'1:', ; ,.1 
Let me tell YOIi what it ST ANf)S fi)r: II-ntil =tt=')-/ , 

From 17 to 20 S-omething , 
, ~) : ,.VecE'mner llJlJ9. we will be The J3n and Gn have II-arrens <:i ,.,' ,'; 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Lutheran Church ill'Singapore was officially constituted on 30 
Oct 1991, after forty years of jurisdiction under the Lutheran 
Church in Malaysia and Singapore (LCMS). The departure from 
the LCMS provided an Impetus to the Lutheran community in 
Singapore to work towards a self-renewal Church with full 
autonomy in administration. Being a newborn Church, there are 
great potential for growth and expansion. However, with limited 
resources Inherited from the LCMS in tenns of infrastructure and 
finance. coupled with the fact that the Church is also found 
wanting In human resource. the future endeavors will be difficult 
ones. Nonetheless, with faith and guidance from the Lord, all the 
difficulties will be ci~umvent. 

Saving of wayward souls needs the total commitments, 
dedications and hard works of all the pastors, lay leaders and 
church members. Besides, a detailed plan must also be developed 
to guide the growth of the Church in stages. This "Growth" will be 
realized when there Is a shared vision and unity amongst the 
pastors and lay leaders. To this end it is hoped that all the 
Lutheran congregations in Singapore would come together in 
unity, share their resources and pursue together the fulfillment of 
the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus, so that A HOUSE THAT 
BEARS THE NAME OF THE LORD IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM 
could be built 

SHARED VISION 

The shared vision of the Church are as follows 

a. A united Lutheran community where there is no boundary 
found between congregations in all facets. 

b. , Sufficient parish workers in all congregations to yield growth in 
churches. 

c. A good reach out to propagate the Lord's Gospels. 

Answersfrom the Internet .... 

Is there anything wrong with watching television 

particular movies, daytime soaps, and other fare? 


Who among us shall dwell with the Lord? Answer: He ". 
fronfhearlt,tgl'ofblood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing 
high:his ,pi~'.',ofdefense shall be the munitions of rocks: 
hlrn;~ 'his Y(cJters.:shali be sure. (Isaiah 33:14-16) 

Beloved, are you:stopping your ears from hearing of blood or violence? Are you 
shuulng. your ey~ from seeing evil? Then, you have the answer. One cannot 
both ~' t~_in righteousness and watch carnal television, which is filled 
with violence, sex, and utter moral depravity. 

Following is an excerpt from Romans 1 that is relative to television. The 
passage includes a profile of a "hater of God," someone who has been tumed 
CHer to a reprobate (morally abandoned) mind. Interestingly, these are the 
aspects that one sees when watching television. 

"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowtedge, God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being 
filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, 
that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that do them." (Rom 1 :28-32) 

Did you catch the point? Not only they who commit such things are worthy of 
death. but they who take pleasure in them that do them. If you are watching 
murder, violence, sex, perversion, hate, people using the Lord's name in vain 
(as, 0' my God), then you must be taking pleasure in the programming. 
Otherwise, you would not be watching it. Beloved, do not be deceived, if you 
are watching the programming, you are enjoying it. 

A good rule of thumb: Only watch those programs that you would not be 
ashamed for Jesus to watch with you. Did you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit? Did you not realize that you grieve the Holy Spirit 
when you force Hirn to watch sexual scenes, violence" and the like? Did you not 
know that the holy angels turn their heads and will not look upon such things? 
Then, how do you justify your continuing to watch carnal televisi'on? 
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For then shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except 
those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's 
sake those days shall be shortened. Then if 
any man shall say unto you, lo. here [is] 
Christ, or there; believe [it] not. For there .. 
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, 
and shall show great signs and flood came, and took them all 
wonders; insomuch that. if [it were] away; so shall also the 
possible, they shall deceive the very coming of the Son of man be. 
elect. Then shall two be in the field ; 

the one shall be taken, and 
Behold, I have told you before. the other left. 
Wherefore if they shall say unto 
you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: 
behold, . [he is] in the secret chambers; 
bel ieve (it] not. For as the lightning cometh 
out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. For wheresoever the carcase is, 
there will the eagles be gathered together. 
Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: 

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth moum, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet. and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. Now learn a parable of 
the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, 
and puHeth forth leaves, ye know that· 
summer [is) nigh: 

So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these 
things, know that it is near, [even] at the 
doors. Verily I say unto you, This 
generation shall not pass , till all these things 
be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass 
;may, but my words shall not pass away. 

But of that day and hour kncmeth no [man), 
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 
only. 

But as the days of Noah {were], so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. For as in 
the days that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, and knew not until the 

Two [women shall be] grinding at the mill; 
the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 
your lord doth come. But know this, that If 
the goodman of the house had known in 
what watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have suffered 
his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh. 

Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due 
season? Blessed [is] that servant, whom his 
lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 
Verily I say unto you, That he shall make 
him ruler over all his goods. But and if that 
evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord 
delayeth his coming; And shall begin to 
smite [his] fellowservants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken; 

The lord of that servant shall come in a day 
when he looketh not for [him], and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint [him] his portion 
with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 

~"~~ 

FIVE YEAR PLAN 

In order to drive the growth of the Church, a five-year plan will be 
charted out for implementation. The details of this ptan are not 
cast in stone. Modifications can be made to suit changing 
situations. However, as far as possible, it will be used as a guide 
for the build up of the Church. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN 

The following are the objectives of this proposed plan 
a. To unite our congregations as a family, by developing good 

relationships among us, so that our identity and strength can 
be enhanced. 

b. To train and nurture our people into full measure of Spiritual 
maturity in Christ for services in the church and the community. 

c To extend the Kingdom of God in Missions localfy and regions 
beyond, so as to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus Christ 

PRINCIPAL CONSIDERATIONS 

The fundamental presupposition for this plan to be accomplished is that 
all the Lutheran leaders must: 

a. 	 Understand the importance of the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ and are willing to commit themselves to fulfil His command. 

b. 	 Have a shared vision and common goals. 
c. 	 Be willing to share resources in pursuance of common goals. 
d. 	 Be able to mobilize church members to propagate gospels. 

GUIDELINES 

These guidelines will help to fulfil the goals of our plan. 

a. 	 Renewal and Revival for our congregations and leaders in 
preaching, fellowship and evangelism. 

b. 	 Use of effPCtive means to preach the Gospel of Christ. 
c. 	 Set up a dynamic prayer chain. 
d. 	 . Mobilize and motivate members to participate in services and 

ministries. . 
e. 	 Establish close networking relationship among various 



congregations so as to show the spirit of oneness and team 
ministry, 

MISSION 

Our mission is to bring our Church from the present status in the next 
five years to the following growth: 

SIX THOUSAND MEM~ERS9 FORTY CO-WORKERS, TEN 
CONGREGATIONS AND TWO SOCIAL WORK CENTRES 

REALISTIC GOAL 

Is this goal too high to reach? Is it realistic and workable? This goal is 
based on a step of faith. It is an assurance of our vision. 

Is it unrealistic and beyond reach? It depends on which perspective we 
view and evaluate it. It will be too high if we look at it pessimistically as 
many churches do ~nd it may be too low if we see it through God's 
eyes. 

Today we have about three thousand members. To reach the target we 
must have 100% growth in our membership. This means that each 
member need only to bring one person to Christ during these five 
years. The number will not be high if we view it in this perspective. 
Therefore, let us in faith take up the challenge to accept the goal of 
"six thousand members, forty co-workers, ten congregations and 
two social work centres". 

a. Six thousand members - This is the average Sunday worship 
attendance which includes adults, youth and children. 

b. Forty Co-workers - This includes Pastors, Parish Workers, 
Youth Worke(s, Ministry Assistants, etc. 

c. Ten Congregations - This includes Congregations, Preaching 
Points, Mission Centres and House Churches. 

d. Two Social Work Centres - This will be Social ministries 
relevant to the Mission of the LCS. 

;, t . r ~_ ' , ," '. I , J' '. I." {t ' fI~,~ " 
IIll~:iittwWt1 :2;;~ ;n~ 'iU~~ ,:jia(~;t fO)J1~@r!~~I~:t \f~~ b \~~J~HI)j,. 

If you have not read Matthew 	 all [these things] must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet.chapter 24 before. here it is in full 


in the KJV (copyright free). I am 

For nation shall risenot advocating the end of the world 
against nation, and

but I am suggesting that we have a kingdom against
duty to carry out: To preach the kingdom: and 

gospel of the Kingdom to a/l the there shall be 

World. famines, and 


pestilences, and . 

In November 1999, we are earthquakes, in T.\l\\;\ 


divers places. All
planning to go door-to-door tracting 
these [are] the beginning of sorrows.in our neighbourhood. Are you 
Then shall they deliver you up to bewilling to be counted for Christ? afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall 
be hated of all nations for my name's 

And Jesus went out, and departed from sake. And then shall many be 
the temple: and his disciples came to offended, and shall betray one another,

[him] for to show him the and shall hate one another. ..-n~~ buildings of the temple. 
...l"'tfl r And Jesus said And many false prophets shall rise, and\"U«I unto them, See ye~ shall deceive many. And because;PIi~i$e not all these things? iniquity shall abound, the love of many 

l'\ ' i" I:" ' -C; ase Verily I say unto you, shall wax cold. But he that shall
\:, ~ I: I. ~! ,k,J There shall not be left here endure unto the end, the same shall be 

one stone upon another, that shall not saved. And this gospel of the kingdom
be thrown down. And as he sat upon shall be preached in all the world for a 
the Mount of Olives, the disciples came witness unto all nations; and then shan 'I 

unto him privately, saying, Tell us, the end come, When ye therefore shall 
when shall these things be? And what see the abomination of desolation,
[shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
the end of the world? in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let 

him understand:)
And Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Take ,heed that fl.(jJ [f(JlJiyll[J!J(jJfk@f$0 Then let them which be , in 
no man deceive you. <= \:i{, I 9 Judaea flee into the mountains: 

-r.U~e.., Let him which is on the housetop
For many shall come , , 0 ' not come down to take any thing out 
in my na.me, saying, I @)~ I:-02(O)m of his house: Neither let him 
am . Chnst; and shall ':';1,,\ 'I':! ';:-7 II/tJ iY'" lit) which is in the field return back to 
deceive many. II 

I, 

~\ r"I":! U ~",,\':' '''' take his clothes. And woe unto them 
that are with child, and to them that 

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours give suck in those daysl But pray ya
of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for that your flight be not in the winter, 

neither on the sabbath day: 



abundant life would not come into 
existence without the cooperation 
of stewards This clearly makes us 
creators with God as we use the 
raw materials, which are gifts from 
God, to develop the garden and its 
products. This concept maintains 
the primacy of God as the creator .. 
and, therefore, owner of all 
creation. Our part is significant and 
indispensable, but it is not primal. 

This concept of the role of stewards 
as co-creators with God brings 
stewardship quickly and boldly into 
focus. We are confronted by 
generous gifts from God and, 
therefore, have the obligation to 
mold them into life as God intends 
it to be, and to sustain and enrich 
that life. 

Stewards, by the gifts and grace of 
God, are free moral agents. They 
can remain aloof, observing the 
vast gifts of God and sensing their 
possibilities, while doing nothing to 
develop them. They can go their 
way in selfish abandon, thereby 
refusing to recognize any 
stewardship responsibility: While 
some persons have chosen this 
irresponsible way, many others 
have responded to the call to ' 
become partners with God in the 
act of creation. This is the way of 
responsible Christian stewardship. 

God is the author of all creation, 
including persons. God has acted 

redemptively in history through 
Jesus Christ. When persons realize 
this, they respond by becoming 
involved in the continuing 
redemptive process. God's 
presence is evidenced through the 
stimulating and empowering activity 
of the Holy Spirit, enabling persons 
to join God in helping others to 
achieve wholeness of life. Thus 
God is revealed as creator, 
redeemer, and life-give, and 
sensitive Christians are challenged 
by this revelation to commit their 
lives fully to God . In this way they 
become good stewards of God's 
redeeming grace. 

Some things, by God's decree, are 
not accomplished without the active 
participation of persons. This points 
up a central emphasis of Christian 
stewardship. From the standpoint 
of human capacity to serve, 
persons are entrusted with a variety 
of resources including time, 
material things, and human 
8bilities. These are provided in 
order that each may have a part in 
the achievement of God's 
purposes. 

May we seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. 

\\ 

Annual Compounded Growth is 15% 

Note: SWC - Social Work Centre, NROP - New Reach Out Point 
Annual Growth 
2000 - 450 Members 
2001 - 517 Members Growth In Membership 
2002 - 596 Members 

7000
2003 - 684 Members 
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modest one. 
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church will have 
a total of 6034 members in five years, which is not an untenable 
number. 

STRATEGY 

How do we go about achieving these goals? Neither a single Lutheran 
congregation nor committee can fulfill this mission alone. Therefore, we 
ought to have the following strategies. 

a. Honor Christ As Our Lord & The Holy Spirit As Our Guide 
We must honor Jesus Christ as our Lord and the Holy Spirit as 
our Guide. We must pray that the Spirit of God moves and 
works among us, Hjs power and the fruit of the Holy Spirit 
manifested in the life of the members, so the Church is 
renewed and revived significantly. 

b. All The Lutheran Congregations Must Unite Together 
All our Congregations must unite together as one, share and 
participate in all projects and programs, maintain a strong co­
operation and co-ordination in all ministries. 

c. Mobilization Of Church Members 
We must mobilize all our church members in all ministries, 
dedicate themselves with their gifts to save wayward souls and 
to build a Church that glorifies the name of our Lord. 





enrichment of life. 

The only appropriate response persons can make to the grace of God is to 
cooperate with God in fulfilling the divine will and purpose. This is done as 
person recognize that what they receive from God is to be developed and 
invested in enterprises of the kingdom. All that is committed to the fulfillment of 
God's purposes is sanctified. The Christian steward whose life and abilities and 
resources are totally committed to God's purposes is thus totally sanctified. 
Such a commitment to vocation bring~ the Christian's life into the stream of 
God's purpose so that the spirit of God flows through such a person in a 
blessing to the world. 

Christian stewards accept life, including abilities, power, influence, and money 
as special trusts from God and relationship with God. These persons will seek 
to develop these to the fullest, and endeavor to use body and mind and abilities 
for the purpose of God. Christian stewards also feel a responsibility for the well­
being of all people, giving them the opportunity to develop their full potential as 
well. 

Christian stewards accept the family as a trust from God and seek to provide 
the atmosphere in which each member can realize his or her fullest potential. 
Every person is accepted as a child of God, worthy of equal worth, and the 
exploitation of any person by other individuals, groups, or systems is rejected. 

Christian stewards accept the church (as the fellowship of the committed ones) 
as a trust from God, and seek to assure through this fellowship the extension of 
God's mission into the community and into the world. 

Christian stewards accept the gospel as a trust from God, seek to understand it 
fully, and endeavor to be faithful custodians of its liberating and reconciling 
truth. They endeavor to transmit it to others so that they may see its 
relationship to the whole of life. 

Christian stewards accept material re.sources as a trust from God to maximize 
the use of these resources. They use the power of this wealth for the purposes 
of God. Stewards strive to increase the productivity of the world without 
exploitation and to make it possible for others to share in this bounty. 

Christian stewards accept power and influence as a trust from God and 
endeavor to <;Idminister them according to the purposes of God. They 
encourage others to do likewise. 

" W 
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The Internet has been a great source of articles for The VINE. This is because 
we do not receive enough "local" or "home" news to publish In The VINE. I am 
sure there are many blessings and miracles which you have received from the 
LORD, v.1lich you may be reserving for the Watch Night SeMce to share and 
therefore The VINE does not get these stories for publication. If you are 
wondering Wrry we only publish internet articles and very little personal stories, 
which can edify many, it Is because we respect your right to privacy. Unless 
you submit your story or even tell it to us so that we can publish it. it does not 
appear In The VINE. 

While surfing recently, I came across this site http://vanguardmag.com, which 
has many interesting artides on many topiCS. There is an article which I think 
could be relevant to us: "HO\N TO CHRISTIANIZE HALLOVVEEN". 

The author(s) begin by describing how a certain church 

Atlanta, Georgia in the USA celebrates Halloween. 
 IIIIIl,... '~~~~:n: 
The church organises a "Hallowed be Thy Name /.... ;,;i\':, '.'::?:.
Festival" with a live concert, food, games, pony ~ J' 

. ~\. :..~" :';"LA _.','. -::i~.rides, candy give-aways, petting zoo, space - 'r,.· -, :.~ 
,walks, puppet shows, popcom and costume , ,~/'::?~~/j 
~·t;)·:l'contests. Fun is promised for everyone and the 

. ~: "i;'';'':'; ",­
•• _;r ",.._;~admission is free. They then describe another 

type of celebration, organised by churches, called "Hell Houses". In these hell 
houses, a demon tour guide greets the visitor at the door with a fiendish 
welcome. Entering, the visitor is immediately overwhelmed by the stench of 
death. Bloody scenes are then shown, like an abortionist at work, bloody 
victims of murder and drunken driving. A disfigured AIDS victim lies in a coffin 
and other demonic inspired scenes of witchcraft, rape, violence, suicide, etc. 

Quoting Isaiah 33:15-16, "(He) that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
and shutteth his eyes from seeing evU; He shall dwell on high", the author(s) 
then suggests that Isaiah would neither have visited nor sponsored one of 
these hell houses. 

The author(s) claim that Christians celebrate this day with such frenzy that they 
have either forgotten or simply do not care just whose holy day they are 
promoting. What is Halloween about? It was originally a festival of fire and the 
dead and the powers of darkness. Some of the practices of HallOYoI'8ef1 are: 

http:http://vanguardmag.com


.:. 	 BONFIRES 
Bonfires are to attract the souls of the departed, thus deterring them 
from coming into the homes. People believe that the souls of the 
departed will visit their old homes to warm themselves by the fire 
because Halloween, which falls on 31st October, marks the transition 
from autumn to winter . 

• :. 	 TRICK OR TREAT .. 

The Celts, Chinese, Egyptian and Aztecs 

believe that the spirits of the dead require food 

and drink. Long ago, during the festival, the 

Celts left various foods outside in order to 

placate the spirits on their journey to the 

netherworld. To supply nothing meant that 

the hungry spirit might intrude into the 

house and help itself to your belongings. 

This belief evolved into the modern day 

version of trick or treating where children 

dress up like ghosts and go from house to 

house for the food offerings. 


The author(s) contend that to observe other gods and their holy sabbaths is an 
abomination to the Lord: ''Take heed to thyseJf that thou be not snared by 
following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou 
inquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? 
even so will I do likewise." Deut. 12:30-32 

Halloween is coming soon. This year, it will fall on a Sunday. Before you 
decide to celebrate it, go to the website and read the article in detail. Then 
decide for yourselves what you should do. 

From this same website, you can download free the 
Authorised King James Version Bible. It will take 
approximately 34 minutes to download with a 
57. 6kbps modem. 

~44)ff" ~"'t44'" 
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Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father! 

Time flies. 
without 
disaster 

any 
in 

Sep 
disas
the 

9, 
ter. 

1999 
How

form 

has 
ever 
of 

passed 
natural 

massive 
earthquakes exceeding 7 on the Richter 
scale did strike Turkey and Taiwan. Life is 
indeed precarious if one is not prepared for 
eternity with God . For those of us still 
living and are Christians, what is our 
response? Let us dedicate ourselves to 
love and serve Him even more faithfully 
while we are here. Let us be good 
stewards of our time, life and money. 

What is Christian stewardship? 

Christian stewardship is the recognition of 
God's sovereignty through creation and is a 
grateful response to God's manifold gifts. 
Human response is expressed by a 
dedicated and creative use of all these gifts 
toward fulfillment of Christ's mission in the 
world. 

Christian stewardship is a response to the 
love of God as revealed in Christ is 
expressed in terms of the worthy 
management and care of all resources 
available for the sustenance and 

We would like to express our most 
sincere 'Thanks" to many of you who 
have stayed up late on last Friday and 
Saturday to help make our weddin),! 
come true. A very "BIG Thank You" to 
all of you. To those who may not 
know. last Sunday (26/9/99) was 
actually our last visit with you as we 
have a wedding reception to prepare in 
Kuala Lumpur. Thereafter. we will ny 
to Melbourne on Monday, 4th October 
1999. 

Please don't treat our going off to 
Melbourne as a "Goodbye" but as a 
long holiday we will be back here again 
sometime. Do give us a call or visit if 
you are visiting Melbourne. Australia. 
or you could drop us a mail at 

blng@bigpond.com 

May the blessing from our Father be 
with you always. 

With warmest regards. 

G<1v~ & ~H" 
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