Frace o you-and peace from og our
Father!

Time flirs, Sep 9, 19899 has passed
without any disaster. Howewver nalural
digasier In the' [(orm of massive
egrthqualies exceeding 7 on the Richlar
stale did sinke Turkey and Tahwan. Life |5
indead precanous il one is nol prapared for
glamnilty with God. For those of us: siil
living -and - are. Chrislians,. whal s our
responsa?  Lal us dedicels oursalves 1o
iove and - serve Him evan mora faithfully
whils we are hare, Lol us ba good
stowards of our b, [1fe and money,

What is Christian stewardship?

Chrislian stewardship s the recognition of
God's soversignty throlgh creation and is a
grateful mesponse. lo. bods manifold gifts
Human response s expressed by @
dedicaled and crealive use ol all thesa gifts
toward fulfiliment of Chrst's mission in the
waorld.

Christian stewardship is a response-lo'the
iove ol God as revaaled o Christ s
gxpreszed. n lemms ol the  wodhy
menagement- and care of all resources
avalaliie lor fhe slElanancs and

We vaud like o elpress g mosl
e “Thenks™ i mamy ol yow wlin
have graped jip lnle oe @ Frll‘lﬂ:i- aiil
Eabmdmy 12 help make e wetding
enme rie A very YBIC Thaps Yiou® is
all #f youw Té those wha may nad
bpow, g Sigukey (BTSN
sctunlly omr lawl et Wil yon ome we
limee 4 wmlfeng sECEpINA W prthaeg b
Eurls Lumpwir. TherenPer. we will 1+
i Melbieme o Monday, 21 Desmber
[RHFE]

wai

[Mense dow't treay: our gosag off i
Melboome m: a “Uoodlye™ b m 3
long lusiday we will ke Fack beer apnin
mmetime. Do give usnoall or vigt il
viir are wikding Melbosmes, Asaienhin.
ar - yoil el deop ws B madl pi
ke

May the blesssy Good oie Pether be
wilh you alwhis

Wiah warmest segantds

Eiﬂﬁtﬂ E {Tml



mailto:blng@bigpond.com

enrichment of [ife.

The odly appropriale response persons can make 1o the grace of God is to
cooperale with God in fuffiling the divine will and purpose. This B dono as
person recognize (hat whal' they receve from God |z to be developad and
invesled in enterprises of the kingdom, All thal is commilted to the fulfiltment of
God's pumposes is sanciified. The Christian sleward whose life and abilities and
resources are olally committed o God's purposas is thus tolally sanchified.
such a commitment 1o vocalion I;H'ing'!: the Christian's fifa into the stream of
God's purptse 500 thal the spint of God flows through such a person ina

blessing o the world,

Christian stewards accept ife, including abiiities, power, influence, and money
as special frusts from God and retafionship with God, These persons will seak
lo develop these 10 the fullest, and endeavor 1o use body and mind and abilities
for the purpose of God. Christian slewards also feel a respansibility for the wall-
hE|1II'IQ of all peopla, giving them the opportunity o develop their full potentis! as
well,

Christian stewards accepl the family as a trust from God and seak to provide
the aimospherz in Which each mambear can mealiza his or har fullest potantial.
Every person s acceplod as a: child of God, worlhy of egual worth, and the
axplaitstion of any parsan by other Individuals, groups, or systems is rejected.

Christian stewards accepl the church {(a5 the fellowship of the commitied ones)
as a trusi from God, and seek o assure through this fellowship the extension of
God's mission nlo the communily and into the warld,

Christian stewards accepl the gospel as a frust from God, seek o understand it
fully, and andeavor o be faithful cusiodians of ils liberaling and reconcillng
fruth, They endeavor o ransmil 1 o others so thal they may see s
ralationship to the whole of life

Christlan stewards accepl matenal resources as a frust from God 1o maximize
the usa of these resources. Thay use the power af this waalth for the purposes
of God. Stewards sirve o Increasa the productivity of the world without
axpioitation and (o maks il possible for othars to share in this bounty.

Chrstian slewards sccepl power and influence 85 & brust from God and
endeavor (o administer them accomdfing fo the purposes of God. They
gncourege olhers o do likewise
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Christian stewards accept this
world with its tremendous
resources as a trust from God,
seeking to understand what God is
doing in the events of history and
through technological develop-
ments, and endeavoring to be
involved in the decisive issues
facing society. They strive to
penetrate the arena of secular
society with the good news of the
kingdom.

Christian stewards are hopeful
about the ultimate outcome of
history, accepting their personal
destiny as a trust from God, and
endeavoring to invest life and
abilities and resources as partners
with God and others in shaping
one's personal destiny as well as
the world's future.

Biblical and
foundations

theological

An examination of the origin and
background of the word steward-
ship enriches the understanding of
the concept. In classical Greek, the
word used is oikonomia, which is
derived from two words: oikos,
meaning "house,” and neimein,
meaning "to distribute.” These
words combined set forth the idea
of the administration of a house.

In addition to the meaning, "a place
of residence,” the word Oikos in the
scriptures also implies a bond

which unites all who belong to the
household. While the household
begins with the immediate family, it
is extended to include relatives,
servants, and guests. The biblical
concept includes the idea that God
is the architect of an entirely new
household. To be included in this
household means to participate in
new life which emerges from God's
constant process of creation. A
place in the family of God means
becoming a member of the Body of
Christ in which all Chrstians are
included. The growth, nurture, and
attainment of maturity on the part of
the Body depend on God's
continuous acts of grace and love
in creation and on the faithful
response of all who are involved.

inasmuch as Chnistian stewardship
begins with one's recognition of
God's sovereignty, our most
appropriate first response is an act
of grateful worship. All of us are
dependent on resources and
activities, which we did not create
but which are abundantly at hand
for our use. It is only through the
grace of God that we live and move
and have our being.

Christian persons also have a part
in the process of creation. They
have been placed in God's garden
"to dress it and to keep it" (Gen.
2:15). In the work of "dressing and
keeping,"” we become creative.
Many products indispensable to an



ahipdant e would pol coma info
gxislapce wilhoul 1he cooperatdn
ol stewards. This clearly makes us
crealors with God as we use the
raw matenais, which sre gifts from
God, to develop [he garden and its
producls. This concepl mamlains
the primacy of God as lhe crealor
and. therelore, owner of all
craation. Our part is significant and
indispensable, bul il & not primal

This concep! of the role of stewards
as co-crealors with God  Drings
stewardship quickly and boldly inlo
focus. We are confronted by
genercus gifltls from God and,
therelore, have the obiigalion o
mald them inio e as God miends
(I io be, and 1o sustain and enrich
that ifa

Stewards, by he gifts and grace o
God, are free morat agents. They
gan reman aloof, observing the
vast gifis of God and sansing their
passibilities, while doing nothing o
develop them, They can go their
way in selfish abandon, thersby
mafusing to recognize  any
slewardship  fespansibifity.  While
some persons have chosen (NS
wresponsiols  way, many others
tave mespondad o the call lo
tecome pariners with God in the
acl of creation, This is Lhe way al
responsiplke Christian stewardship.

God I& the author of all creafion,
intluding persons, God has acted

redemplively in  hislory  thiough
Jesus Chrisl. When persons realize
this, ihey mspond by becoming
involved In tha  continuing
redamplive plOcess, God's
presence is evidenced through the
stimudating and empowsring activity
ol the Holy Spirt, enabling persons
o fjoin God In helping others o
achieve wholeness of |fe Thus
God Is revealed as crealor,
redeamer, and lfe-give, and
sonsiive Chriistians ara challenged
by this revelalion 1o commil helr
lives fully to God. In this way they
bacome good slewards of Gods
redesming grace.

Same things, by God's decree, are
not acoomplishad withoul the active
participation of persons, This painls
up a tentral emphasis of Chrislian
slgwardship. From the standpoint
of human capaclly lo serve,
persons are enbrusted with a varlety
gl resources inciuding  hime,
malerial  things, and human
abliifies. Thase are provided in
ardar thal each may have a part in
he  achavamen of Gods
PUrpOSes.

May we seck first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousnass.

i




Pttt 24 in fo light of earrznt vorld gizais,

if you have not mead Matthew
chapler 24 before, here @ is in full
in the KJV (copyright frea). | am
not advocating the end of the warld
but | am suggesting that we have &
duly to cary out: To preach the
gospal of the Kingdom to all the
Worild.

in November 71898, we amw
planning to go door-to-door fracting
in owr neighbourhood.  Are you
willirng o be counted for Christ?

And Jesus weni oul, and departed from
the lemple: and his disciples came to
[him] for 1o show him lhe

m? budings of the tempie.
And  Jesus  sald
b Cﬂw unto them, See ye

) nat all these ihings?
F "_E—.ﬂfﬁfﬂse Varily | say unto you,
OIS Thare shall not be lefi here

ane stone upon anoiher, that shall not
ba thrown down, And as he 8l upon
the hMouni of Olives, the disciples cams
uply  him privately, saying, Ted us,
when shall these things ba? And what
[ahail be] the sign of thy coming, and of
the end of the world?

And Jesus answered and said wMo

all [these things] must comé b pass,
buf the and is not yed.

For nation shall risa 1;5 .PS 4
againsl natlon, and  § AR

these [are] the beginning of somows.
Then shall they deliver you up to be
afficted, and shall kil you: and ye shall
be hated of all natons for my name's
gake,  And then shall many be
offended, and shall befray one anolher,
and shall hate one anolher.

And many false prophets shall rise, and
shall deceive many. And because
iniquity shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cokd, But he thal shall
endure unlo the end, the same shall ba
savedd. And this gospal of the kingdom
shall be preached in all e workd for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall
the end come. When ye therefore shall
zea the abomination of desolalion,
spowen of by Daniel the prophel, stand
fm thi holy place, (whoso readeth, e
hiim understand:)

them, Take heed thal J{ﬂﬂ’ﬁ&%‘@@i‘@ﬂf 9 Then let them which be in

Nt maEn decehe you.

For many shall come  TAD %"fj
in my name, saying, | {a[
am Christ, and shal . !
deCES Many. R
And ye shall hear of wars and rumours
of wars: see that ye be nof troubled: for

If:!"-.-’
TR Ia!»L
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Judaen flee Into the mouniaing

Let him which is on the housatap

not come down to take any thing out

1 of bis housses Meither lel hem

VD which is in the fieid return back 1o

take his clothes. And wos unio Them

fhat are with child, and fo them ihat

give suck in those daysl But pray ye

that your flight be notl in the winler,
meither on the sabbath day




For ihan shall be greal tribulafion, such as
was nol sinte the beginreng of the world 1o
this tima, mo, nov ever shal be. And eacapd
these days showd e shorfened, lhere
shoukd no fesh ba saved; bud for the elects
gake those days shall be shorered. Then if
&Ny man shall say o you, Lo, here i8]
Chrigl, or here; baleve [if] not For there _
:hlll arisa false Christs, and false prophets,

end shall show greal sigres and
wonoders, maomuch (hat, it il wera)
pasaibls, they shall deceive the very
el

Befidd, | have told you before.
VWherefore il they shell say umo
you, Bahald he 5 in the desen; go nat foh;
behoid, [he 5] in the secrd chamban:
bellova [f] not. For e the lighining carmalk
ul of e aesi, @nd shineth even wnbo the
weasl, 8o shal also ihe caming of the Son of
man ke For wherescever the cancess js
iere will the eagles be gathered togelher
bmmackalaly after the bibufstion of (hose
daya shald |he sun be darkensd, and the
moon shl not give el Bght, and the stars
uhd”dlfrcmhaawn and the posens of tha
vt shall be shakan

Ard then shal appear (he sign of the Son of
man in heaven: and then ahall all the idbes
of the earth moum. and they shall ses 1ha
Son of man coming in the clouds of heavan
with power and greal ghory. And he shal
sand his angals with & grest sound of &

, endl thay shall gather fogether his
il from fha four winds, from one and of
haawn 1o tha othee. Mow learn B parabla of
fhia fig fres; When his bramch & yel lander,
and publleth fodh leaves, ye know ihat
BLETHTSE iG] night

S0 livewiss ye, when ye shall 586 all lheag
thngs, know thatd I s mbar. [even] 8t tha
doors.  Werdly | say wunlo you, This
generation shall not pass, fill all these thinge
be fulfiled. Heaven and eardh shal pass
@way, bul my words shall not pass saay.

Bt of thad day and howr knoweth no jman],
fo, Aot ik angiels of heaven, but my Fathar
only

Budl a8 1Fe of Moah [ware], 8o shall aso
the coming of the Son of man be. For as in
ihp days that ware before the flood ihey
wers galing and drinkng, mamying and
Fiving In marage, until tha day fhal MNosh
ertenad inlo the alk, and knew not untl the
food caerm, and took them &l
gway, &0 shal mso fhe
coming of the Son of man ba.
Than shall twa ba in the fied,;
the cma shall be faken, and
he it el

Twa [women shall baj grinding &l the ml,
the one shall ba taken, and tha olber o
Watch tharefona for ve know nof whal how
your Lord doth come.  Bul know this, thet if
the goodman of the houze had known in
whatt walch tha thief would coma, e waild
have walched, and would nal have suffared
his housa (o ba brokan up. Theralans be ya
alsa resdy: fof i such an hour B8 ye ik
rice this San of rean cormath,

Viho then is a fallbdll and wise senanl,
whom fis lord hath meda ruke cver his
household, 1o give them meat in dos
season? Blessed (5] that servant, wham his
ford whan het comath shall find 80 doing.
Veslly | zay inlo you, That ha shal make
him ruler cver all his goods. But and i thad
evil servan! shall say in his hearl, My kord
delayeth his coming.  And shall begin io
smita [his] fellowservants, and o eal and
ol with 1he drunken,

Tholt baref of [hak sorwand shall come in a day
when he looketh not for [Rend and in an
hour that ha is nof eware of, &nd shall cul
hirm asunder, and appoint [himj his portion
with the hypootites: ihere shall be waeping
and ghashing of teath

M&. Duu'. ME



Arsvers from the Infernet...

Is there anything wrong with watching television S0
particular movies, daytime soaps, and other fare?

Who among us shall dwell with the Lord? Answer He ™. th
frony hearing:of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evily
high: his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks: b
him; his waters shall be sure. (Isaiah 33:14-18) '

Beloved, are you stopping your ears from hearing of blood or violenca? Are you
shutting your eyes from seeing evil? Then, you have the answer. One cannol
both seek to attain rightecusness and watch camal television, which is filled

with viclence, sax, and utter moral depravity.

Following is an excerpt from Romans 1 that is relalive to lelevision, The
passage includes a profile of a “hater of God,” someone who has been tumed
over to a reprobate (morally abandoned) mind. Interestingly, thesa are tha
azpecis that one sees when walching television.

“And even as they did not like to retain God in thair knowledge, God gave them
over to a reprobate mind, to do thosa things which are not convenlent; Being
filled with all unrghleousness, fomication, wickedness, covelousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers,
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenanibreakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are worthy of death, nol only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them.” (Rom 1:28-32)

Did you catch the point? Not only they who commit such things are worthy of
daath, but they who take pleasure in them that do them, If you are watching
murder, violence, sex, perversion, hate, people using the Lord’s name in vain
{as, O my God), then vou must be teking pleasure in the programming.
Otherwise, you would not be walching it. Beloved, do not be deceived, if you
arg walching the programming, you aré enjoying it.

A good rule of thumb: Oniy watch those programs that you would not be
ashamed for Jesus to watch with you. Did you not know that your body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit? Did you not realize thatl you grieve the Holy Spirit
when you force Him to walch sexual scenes, violence, and the like? Did you nol
know that the holy angels tum their heads and will nol look upon such things?
Then, how do you justify your continuing to watch camal television?



The youlh namstries in
JUC consist of the 1YTP, BB mwl
UGB These are  exciling
ministrics as we have

themwe is “Living life o the
lullest™ wwd the camp will be
held al the BB/GB Campsite.

@ I'he camp fee is 345 and
the opportunities ﬁﬁ N j‘l tlm LﬂlTI]] is open Lo

o influence
the lives nl'
young

people

for

Chrisl

Although Wi
have nol {i:__]
grown by Q
leaps  and Wﬁ

bounds., we
thank CGod thal @
in the last fow
vears, He has raised up
# lew commitied young people

who are now  leachers  of

younger students and are also
serving in other ministries in the
church. We are praying that in
the vear 2000, as we start the
new millenmium, there will be a
revival among the youths. We
pray that God will give vs a
hunger for Him, a desire Lo
know  Him  personally ol
intimately and to actively make
ITim known,

Friom I7 %] 20
Precember  T99EY we wnll b
having our Youlh Comp, The

SHTIY

gre (rusting God to starl the

revival
durimg

young people
w]m are al least

13 years old.
H you are

@" :
‘ffi one of these
—3 young
E people, we
welcome
u:ru o join us
you can
@' ENCOUTage your
%‘% children, nephews,
nieces and friends to
come Lo this camp too. We

this
camp.
Please pray for us,

T

e BB and G bave

been milormed that storting from

next year, all Secondary | and 2
students in Shugun Secondary
School will have to join an
uniform group as one of their
ECA activities. We are therefore
anticipating a larger enrolment
for the BB and GB next year.
This 15 a pgreal  mimstry
opportunity for us. It is also a
great challenge as there are very
few labourers who are now
serving in these ministries. If
you have a burden 10 serve
these young people. you can
approach the pastors. or any
DTP tcachers, BB or GB
officers.

1; [ heong Womg M 2 .

P.U.S.H.

When cverything seems b go wiaing. sl push

When he job gets vou down. just push

When people dom®| resct the way vou think they shoald, just pesh

When your maney dpaks funny and the hills are doe, jus| push

W heon you wand e dell thonn ofl B whaiever reason, (s push

W leen vou nak 1lse guestion, swhes s my ship coming m7?

{ms [ ol dar), jas poih

When people just don't undersiand you - just pash not fo coniinee

on wilth when. wlem, when. elc P- iy

1.ci mee bl you whal 1 STANDS [or: V-t
S-ametlag

Il-appens

NOW EVERYBODY
PUSH!

M vour ife = pamp jus
wll md v havg




LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SINGAPORE
IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM

I UCTION

The Lutheran Church ineSingapore was officially constituted on 30
Oct 1997, after forly years of jurisdiction under the Lutheran
Church in Malaysia and Singapore (LCMS). The departure from
the LCMS provided an impetus to the Lutheran community in
Singapors to work towards a self-renewal Church with full
autonomy in administration. Belng a newbom Church, there are
great potential for growth and sxpansion. However, with limited
rescurces Inherited from the LCMS in torms of infrastructure and
finance, coupled with the fact that the Church is also found
wanting in human resource, the future endeavora will be difficult
ones. Monetheless, with faith and guidance from the Lord, all the
difficulties will ba circumvent.

Saving of wayward souls needs the ftotal commitments,
dedications and hard works of all the pastors, lay leaders and
church members. Besides, a dotailed plan must also be developed
to guide the growth of the Church in stages. This "Growth" will be
realized when there I8 a shared vigion and unity amongst the
pastors and lay leaders. To this end i is hoped that all the
Luthaeran congregations in Singapore would coma together in
unity, share their resources and pursue togoether the fulfillment of
the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus, so that A HOUSE THAT
BEARS THE NAME OF THE LORD IN THE MEW MILLENNIUM
could be built.

SHARED VISION

The shared vision of the Church are as follows

a A united Lultheran community where there 5 no boundary
found between congregations in all facets.

b. Sufficient parish workers in all congregations to yield growth in
churches.

c. A good reach out lo propagate the Lord's Gospals,



FIVE YEAR PLAN

In order to drive the growth of the Church, a five-year plan will be
charted out for implementation. The details of this plan are not
cast in stone. Modifications can be made to suit changing
situations. However, as far as posaible, it will be used as a guide
for the build up of the Church.

OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN

The following are the objectives of this proposed plan

a, To unite our congregations as a family, by developing good
relationships among us, so thal our identity and strength can
be enhanced,

b. To train and nuriure our people into full measure of Spirtual
maturity in Christ for services in the church and the community.

& To extand the Kingdom of God in Missions locally and regions
beyond, 50 as to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus Christ,

PRINCIPAL CONSIDERATIONS

The fundamental presuppasition for this plan to be accomplished is that
all the Lutheran leasders must

w

Undarstand the importance of the Graat Commission of Jesus
Christ and are willing to commit themsatves to fulfil His command.
Have a shared vision and common goals.

Be willing to share resources In pursuance of common goals.

Be able to mobillze church members to propagate gospels.

GLUIDELINES
These guidetines will hedp to fulfil the goals of our plan.

a, Renewal and Revival for our congregations and |leaders in
preaching, fellowship and evangelism.

b, Lise of effective means to preach the Gospel of Christ,

C. Set up a dynamic prayer chain,

d. Mobilize and motivate membears to pasticipate in services and
ministries,

£ Establish close netwarking relafionship among various

Roo



congregations so as o show the spirit of oneness and team
ministny

MISSION

Our mission is to bring our Church from the present status in the next
five years to the following growth:

SIX THOUSAND MEMBERS; FORTY CO-WORKERS, TEN
CONGREGATIONS AND TWO SOCIAL WORK CENTRES

REALISTIC GOAL

Is this goal too high to reach? 15 it reallstic and workable? This goal is
basad on a step of faith. 11 s an assurance of our vision.

Is it unreakistic and beyond raach? It depends on which perspective we
wiew and evaluate if. B will be too high i we look al i pessimistically as
imany churches do and it may be too low if we sea il throwgh God's
ayes.

Today we have about three thousand members. To raach the target we
must have 100% growth in our membership, This means that each
member need only to bring one persan to Christ duning these five
years, The number will not be high if we view it in this perspective.
Therefore, led us in faith take up the challenge (o accapt tha goal of
"gix thousand members, forty co-workers, ten congregations and
two social work cenfres”.

a. Shx thousand members - This Is the average Sunday worship
attendance which includes adults, youth and children,

b. Forty Co-workers - This includes Pastors, Parish Workers,
Youth Workers, Ministry Assistants, efc.

c. Ten Congregations - This includes Congregations, Preaching
Points, Mission Centres and House Churches.

d. Two Social Work Centres - This will be Social ministries
relevant to the Mission of tha LCS.



Annual Compounded Growth is 15%

Nole:  SWE - Social Work Canltre, NEROP - New Reach Cut Foint
Annual Growdh

2000 - 450 Membears
2001 - 517 Membars Growih In Memberahip
2002 - 586 Members
2003 - 684 Mambers
2004 - TET Members

The projection
abpve iaa
modesi ane.
Basing on 15%
per annum P
gfl:nl'dl"l raIE,I “'IE [LEE] aH T gy trill LT
chureh will have
a tofal of 6034 membars in flve yaars, which is not an untenable
nlEmbar

ERERELR W

TRATEGY

Howy dio we go aboul achieving (hese goals? Neither a single Lutheran
congregation nor commilies can fulfill this mission alone, Themfore, we
aught fo have the following sirategies

A Honor Christ As Our Lord & The Holy Sgiril As Cur Guide
We miust honor Jesus Christ as mr Lard and the Holy Spint as
our Gulda, Wea mius! pray thal lhe Sl of God moves and
warks among us, His powar and the fruil of the Holy Spiit
manfesiad in he [ife of 1he members, so e Church is
renewed and revived slanificantly,

k. Al The Lutheran regations Must Linile Togeihess
All our Congregalians mus unite together as one. share and
participate in all projects and programs, mainiain 8 strong co-
operation and co-ordination in all ministres

c Mobilization Of Chur

We musl mobilize all our church members in all minisines,
dedicale themselves wiln (hetr gifts [0 save wayward souls and
io bulld a Church thal glorifies e name of our Lord




R | rowth Of The Church

Staying Constant will lead to decline, then decay. We must
generate growth and promote renewal. Renewal will mobilize
our members more powerfully, preach the Gospel more
effectively and enable us to grow into maturity.

Ministry Is BasedOn | Congregation h Joined Yet
Independent

All congregations should carry out our activities using the same
theme and having common publicity. The local congregation
can make use of common resources according to thelr own
need and context which indeed has been proven more
effective in the development of ministry locally. Thus, it serves
the purpose of joint effort, yet the result can be realized in the
congregations individually.

The Following Terms Will e Princi F r

Ministrv

4 Mobllization - Mobilize all Lutheran congregations and
members for the Great Commission.

< Equipping - Equip everyone with the gifts of the Holy Spirit
in life and evangelism.

< Saturation - Preach the Gospel and the need for church
planting.

4 Compassion - Express our love and concem to the needy
in our witnessing.

< Co-operatian - Unite together and form a networking for
ministry to share the love of God.

% Urgency - Sense of urgency in preaching Gospel, because
time is running out.

% Realization - The goal can be realized by the help of God.

The final installment of the LCS 5-year plan will be published in the next issue of The VINE.




The Internet has been a great source of artices for The VINE. This is because
we do not receive encugh "ocal™ or "home” news to publish in The VINE. | am
sure there are many blessings and miracies which you have recaived from the
LORD, which you may be reserving for the Watch Night Service fo share and
therafore The VINE does not get these stories for publication. If you ane
mmawmmwmmmlnmmmmmkummm
which can edify many, it is because we respect your right to privacy. Unless
you submit your story or even telfl it to us so that we can publish i, it does not
appear In The VINE.

VWhile surfing recantly, | came across this site hitp:/ivanguardmag.com, which
has many interesting articles on marny lopics. There is an artice which | think
could be relevant to us: "HOW TO CHRISTIANIZE HALLOWEEN".

The author(s) begin by describing how a certain church
Atlanta, Georgia in the USA celebrates Hallowsan.
The church organises a “Hallowed be Thy Name
Festival' with a live concert, food, games, pony
rides, candy gvo-aways, petling oo, space
walks, puppet shows, popcom and costume i L
conlests. Fun is promised for everyone and the R
admission s free. They then describe another "
mﬂm.mwmmmmmw. In these hall
houses, a deman tour guida greets the visitor at the door with a fiendish
welcome, Entering, the visitor is immediately overwhelmed by the stench of
death, Bloody scenas are then shown, like an abortionist at work, bloody
victims of murder and drunken driving. A disfigured AIDS victim lles in a coffin
and other demonic inspired scenes of witchoraft, rape, viclance, suicida, efc.

Quoting |saiah 33:15-16, "(He) thal stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood,
and shutteth his eyes from seeing svil; He shall dwell on high", the author(s)
then sugpests that Isaiah would neither have visited nor sponsored one of
thesa hall houses,

The author(s) clalm that Christians celebrate (his day with such frenzy that they
have sither forgatten or simply do not care just whosa holy day they are
promoting. VWhat is Halloween about? Il was originally a fastival of fire and the
dead and the powers of darkness. Some of the practices of Hallowsen are:


http:http://vanguardmag.com

£+ BONFIRES
Bonfires are to altract the souls of the deparied, thus delerring them
from coming into the homes, Feople bealieve that the souls of the
depamad will visi thelr old homes 1o wamm themsahles by the fire
becauss Hallowean, which falls on 318t Oolober, marks the ransifion
from autumn o winler

¢ TRICK OR TREAT -
The Calts, Chiness, Egypllan and Aztoce
bedien e thal the spirlis of the dead require food
and drink. Long ago, during the festival, the
Celis kefl varous foods oulside in order o
placate the spints on their journey to the
natherpord  To supply nothing meant thal
the hinpgry spirt meght Intrude inlo the
house and help itselfl to your betongings.
This ballel evoled Inio the modarn dey
version of rick or treating where children
dress up fike ghosts and go from housa (o
house for the food offerings

Tha authors) contend that 10 obsenve other gods and their holy sabbaths is an
abomination lo the Lord: "Take hoed to thysalf that thou be not snared by
follewdng therry, after thal they be destroyed from befora (hes;, and that thou
Inguire not sfter (hefr gods, saying, How did thesa mabons sarve (heir gods?
even so will | do likewlea ™ Deul, 123032

Hedlodwan is coming soon. This yaar, it will fall on a Sunday. Befors you
decide (o calebrale i, go to the website and read the arficle in detail. Then
decide for yoursehes what you shouid do

From this same websile. you can download free the
Autharised King James Version Bible. R will ake
approzimately 34 minutes 1o download with &
&T.Bkbps modem

Martin Cheak
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